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Unit Planning Template 

Subject(s)/Course(s): Social Studies Grade/Level: Fourth 

Unit Topic/Focus: Agricultural History of Bourbon County, Kentucky 

Integration with other content areas (if applicable): Reading  

Estimated time for implementation: approximately two weeks of 45-60 minute daily lessons 

Connections to previous/future learning: builds upon fourth grade students� study of Kentucky 
history and the Bluegrass Region while introducing topics, such as slavery, that will be discussed in 
future United States history classes 

Standards  

This lesson plan addresses two of the goals identified as Kentucky Academic Expectations for all 
students: 

 
Goal 1:  Students are able to use basic communication and mathematics skills for purposes 

and situations they will encounter throughout their lives. 
 
Goal 2:  Students shall develop their abilities to apply core concepts and principles from 

mathematics, the sciences, the arts, the humanities, social studies, practical living and 
vocational studies to what they will encounter throughout their lives. 

 
Goal 1 is addressed by the reading core content, while Goal 2 is addressed by the social studies core 
content: 
 
SS-04.2.3.1 (Cultures and Societies: Interactions Among Individuals and Groups) 
Students will describe various forms of interactions (compromise, cooperation, conflict) that occurred 
during the early settlement of Kentucky between diverse groups. 
 
SS-04-3.4.1 (Economics: Production, Distribution, and Consumption) 
Students will describe production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services in regions of 
Kentucky and the U.S. 
 
SS-04-4.1.2 (Geography: The Use of Geographic Tools) 
Students will use geographic tools to locate major landforms, bodies of water, places and objects in 
Kentucky by their absolute and relative locations.  
 
SS-04-4.1.3 (Geography: The Use of Geographic Tools) 
Students will describe how different factors (e.g. rivers, mountains) influence where human activities 
were/are located in Kentucky. 
 
SS-04-4.3.1 (Geography: Patterns) 
Students will describe patterns of human settlement in regions of Kentucky and explain how these 
patterns were/are influenced by physical characteristics (e.g., climate, landforms, bodies of water) 
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SS-04-4.4.2 (Geography: Human-Environment Interaction) 
Students will explain and give examples of how people adapted to/modified the physical environment 
(e.g., natural resources, physical geography, natural disasters) to meet their needs during the history 
of Kentucky and explain its impact on the environment today.  
 
SS-04-5.1.1 (Historical Perspective: The Factual and Interpretive Nature of History) 
Students will use a variety of primary and secondary sources (e.g., artifacts, diaries, timelines) to 
describe significant events in the history of Kentucky and interpret different perspectives. 
 
SS-04-5.2.3 (Historical Perspective: The History of the United States) 
Students will compare change over time in communication, technology, transportation, and education 
in Kentucky. 
 
RD-04-2.0.3 (Developing and Initial Understanding) 
Students will locate key ideas or information in a passage. 
 
RD-04-2.0.4 (Developing and Initial Understanding) 
Students will interpret the meaning of specialized vocabulary (words and terms specific to 
understanding the content). 
 
RD-04-3.0.6 (Interpreting Text) 
Students will identify information in a passage that is supported by fact. 
 
RD-04-5.0.3 (Demonstrating a Critical Stance) 
Students will apply knowledge of text features (e.g., pictures, lists, charts, graphs, tables of contents, 
indexes, glossaries, captions, diagrams, headings) to answer questions about a passage. 

Unit Organizer 

Today agriculture remains an important sector of Kentucky�s economy, and the Bluegrass Region is 
known around the world for its beautiful and historic agricultural landscapes. Through an 
examination of primary documents, photographs, and a case study of a nineteenth century Bourbon 
County farm, this lesson allows students to explore the history of agriculture in Kentucky in order to 
understand the enormous role that it played in the development of the state and to better appreciate 
how agricultural history shaped the landscape and culture of Kentucky today. 

Essential Questions 

• How and why did Bourbon County become such an important agricultural center in 
Kentucky?  

• What kinds of agriculture developed in Bourbon County in the nineteenth century, and why 
were these particular types of farming well-suited for this area? 

• What natural and geographical advantages allowed Bourbon County farmers to prosper? 
• In what ways do today�s farms and rural landscapes in Bourbon County reflect the county�s 

agricultural history?  

Connections to Literacy  

This unit presents students with a number of readings including primary and secondary historical 
accounts. Questions following the readings measure student comprehension and ask students to apply 
the reading�s specific content to the larger themes of the unit.  
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Connections to Career/Workplace  

This unit explores the history of one of Bourbon County�s most important industries, agriculture, 
exposing students to various aspects of this career field. It also requires students to engage 
documentary and physical evidence to apply the analytical skills of the historian. More generally, the 
unit provides students with multiple opportunities to practice their reading and writing skills and to 
develop their visual perception and spatial analysis abilities.  

Culminating Activity/Assessment 

By completing this lesson, students will learn about Kentucky�s agricultural history as well as the 
ways in which physical evidence from the past�such as histori c photographs and historic buildings, 
in addition to written documents�can inform their understan ding of this history. Their final 
assignment will focus on this concept. Students will work with their parents to write a short family 
history using primary documents such as those used in this lesson. If agriculture is an important part 
of their family history, students are encouraged to discuss this part of their story, but an agricultural 
focus is not required. Students must use at least five primary sources for their report. Students are 
encouraged to focus on their grandparents� or great-grandparents� generation if possible, but they may 
focus on their parents� generation if little information survives about their older relatives. They should 
include copies of historic photographs or documents and contemporary photographs of historic 
buildings or objects to accompany their history. Suggested documents include birth or marriage 
certificates, photographs (of people or of their homes), family bibles, letters, recipes, and a wide 
variety of objects such as military uniforms or awards, jewelry, books, tools, wedding china or silver, 
other family heirlooms, and handmade objects such as quilts, furniture, etc. The written history 
should specifically discuss the documents to show that students are truly analyzing the primary 
sources to learn about the past, not just using these objects as illustrations to stories told by their 
parents. Successful completion of this assignment will be evaluated based on: 1) choice of appropriate 
primary documents and inclusion of documents in the report, 2) analysis of documents, 3) clear link 
between the documents and the history presented, and 4) clarity of writing.   

Resources/Technology  

This unit includes copies of the readings, primary documents, and high-resolution photographs 
necessary to complete each lesson. Teachers may choose to print these materials or to present them to 
students in an electronic version such as a power point presentation.  
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An Introduction for Teachers 

Teaching with Historic Places 

The following lesson plans were based on the models provided by the Teaching with Historic Places 
program which �uses properties listed in the National Par k Service’s National Register of Historic 
Places to enliven history, social studies, geography, civics, and other subjects� (Teaching with 
Historic Places website: http://www.nps.gov/nr/twhp/index.htm). National Register listed properties 
are particularly appropriate for incorporating into classroom lessons because they are acknowledged 
to be significant and to maintain historical integrity, and, in most cases, a body of research about the 
property already exists that can be utilized to develop classroom activities.  

The National Register of Historic Places is the official list of the country�s historic places that are 
worthy of preservation. The list is maintained by the National Park Service and contains over 80,000 
properties located in almost every county in the United States. It includes buildings (such as houses, 
commercial buildings, and churches), structures (such as bridges, canals, and roadways), sites (such 
as gardens, battlefields, and cemeteries), and objects (such as sculptures, monuments, and fountains) 
that are at least fifty years old and are significant in the history of a city or county, a state, or the 
nation. These places may be associated with a significant historical event or person, they may be 
excellent examples of an architectural style or type, or they may be archaeological sites with the 
potential to contain information about history or prehistory. Also, these places must have historical 
integrity, which means that they should retain the character defining features that allow the property 
to convey its historical associations. Historical location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, 
association, and feeling are all considered when evaluating integrity. If a property is fifty years old, 
historically significant, and has integrity, then it is eligible for listing in the National Register.  

Listing in the National Register of Historic Places is an honor that draws attention to important 
historic sites and promotes their preservation. It can generate pride in the property owner and the 
community, encouraging them to learn more about local history and to care for their historic 
properties. Also, sites that are listed may be eligible for historic preservation tax credits that can offset 
some of the expenses of restoration projects. Thus, the National Register is an important tool that 
preservationists use to promote historic preservation in their communities and across the nation.    

The Kentucky Bluegrass is rich with historic sites and contains many National Register listed 
properties. Most of these continue to function as private residences or places of business, but some, 
such as Henry Clay�s Ashland estate, are open to the public as museums. In addition to Auvergne, 
familiar Bourbon County sites listed in the National Register of Historic Places include the Bourbon 
County Courthouse, the Downtown Paris Historic District, Duncan Tavern, and the Paris Cemetery 
Gatehouse. Copies of the National Register nominations for these properties are on file at the 
Kentucky Heritage Council. Many are also available online through the National Park Service at 
http://www.nps.gov/nr/. Teachers are encouraged to utilize these resources to develop additional 
extension activities that allow students to apply the preservation ideas that they learned in this unit to 
other properties in your community. 

About this Unit 

Through a series of focused lessons, this unit presents the history of agricultural practices in Bourbon 
County, 1780-1945. The physical landscape and documentary records of Auvergne, a Bourbon 
County farm, serve as a case study for understanding this history, providing meaningful visual and 
human connections for the students. By linking history to a specific place, these lessons also teach the 

http://www.nps.gov/nr/twhp/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/nr/
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importance of historic preservation and encourage students to think about the significant places in 
their own lives.   

Using real places to teach students about history can generate excitement and curiosity by bringing 
the past to life. Students become historians as they examine primary sources, actively engaging the 
material to ask questions and draw conclusions. Once students learn to see old buildings and objects 
as clues about the past, they take this skill with them into their homes and communities and begin to 
appreciate their surroundings in new ways.   

The history of agriculture is integral to the history of Kentucky, and large-scale capitalist agriculture 
has long been characteristic of the Bluegrass Region. Since the practice of farming is so intimately 
tied to the land, the history of farming is best understood by examining a specific place. At Auvergne, 
one can see the continuity between Kentucky�s agricultural past and its agricultural present. Its 
historic buildings and landscapes provide tangible connections to the farm�s early development, 
helping to bring the nineteenth century to life. Meanwhile, the fact that Auvergne remains a working 
farm helps to reinforce the importance of this history, for it laid the groundwork for a way of life that 
continues to this day.  

This project was funded by Verizon Wireless. The Kentucky Heritage Council provided valuable 
resources and guidance in the creation of these lesson plans. The lesson plans also greatly benefitted 
from feedback provided by Elaine Hacker and Phyllis Jones, Bourbon County teachers. Special 
thanks go to Berle Clay for allowing us access to his farm and generously sharing information about 
his family�s history.  

Suggested Resources 

In addition to the sources listed in the bibliography, teachers may wish to consult the following 
sources in order to better incorporate agricultural history and historic places in their classrooms: 

Danborn, David B. Born in the Country: A History of Rural America. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 1995.   

Hurt, R. Douglas. American Farmers: Exploring their History. Malabar, Florida: Krieger Publishing 
Company, 1996.  

National Park Service�s Teaching with Historic Places website and lesson plans: 
http://www.nps.gov/nr/twhp/index.htm 
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An Introduction for Students 

Inquiry Question 

 

Present students with this photograph of a Bourbon County farm. Ask them to examine it carefully, 
focusing not only on the animals in the foreground but also on the landscape features in the 
background (trees, fences, barns, topography, etc.). Ask students, based on their experience growing 
up in Kentucky, how can they tell that this is a picture of a central Kentucky farm (as opposed to, for 
example, a cattle ranch in Colorado or a dairy farm in Wisconsin)? Use this to lead into a discussion 
about the characteristics of Kentucky�s Bluegrass Region and the types of farming that have 
flourished here.  

Locating the Site 

Explain to students that the following unit will explore the history of agriculture in the Bluegrass 
Region by first focusing on Bourbon County and then examining the case study of Auvergne.  

To help ground these lessons in place, teachers should use overhead transparencies or a power point 
presentation to present students with the following modern and historic maps.  

Source: Beers (D. G.) and Company. Atlas of Bourbon, Clark, Fayette, Jessamine and Woodford 
Counties, Ky. Philadelphia, 1877. Available online at the Library of Congress American Memory 
Project: http://memory.loc.gov  

http://memory.loc.gov/
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Map 1: Identify Bourbon County’s location within the Inner Bluegrass Region. 
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Map 2: Identify Auvergne’s location (“A”) relative to Lexington, Paris, and Winchester.
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Map 3: Atlas title page. 
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Map 4: Identify Kentucky on the United States map. 
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